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how does literature fare in these important
operations 1 Last term, out of fifty-seven courses
in the Cambridge scheme, there were ten on
literature : out of thirty-one of our courses, seven
were on literature. I am bound to say I think
that such a position for literature in the scheme
is very reasonably satisfactory. I have made
some inquiries, since I knew that I was going to
speak here, in the great popular centres of in-
dustry in the North and in Scotland as to the
popularity of literature as a subject of teaching,
I find very much what I should have expected.
The professors all tell very much the same story,
and this is, that it is extremely hard to interest
any considerable number of people in subjects
that seem to have no direct bearing upon the
practical work of everyday life. There is a dis-
inclination to study literature for its own sake, or
to study anything which does not seem to have a
visible and direct influence upon the daily work
of life, The nearest approach to a taste for
literature is a certain demand for instruction in
history with a little flavour of contemporary
politics. In short, the demand for instruction in
literature is strictly moderate. That is what